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Sailors lend USS Gonzalez (DDG 66) a helping hand

“One piece of pipe held, but six hours after the 
job was completed, one of the cracks reopened 
because of corrosion.”

-- Hull Technician 1st Class Chip Land

Women ... Cont. on page 4

By PHAN (AW) Kathleen Gorby
Staff Writer

Aviation Machinist’s Mate Airman Apprentice Edgar Rios from Anglewood, Calif. puts on fire-
fighting boots during a general quarters drill aboard USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76).

PHAN (AW) Kathleen Gorby

By PH3 Chris Blachly
Staff Writer

Gonzalez ... Cont. on page 7

General Quarters!Diversity Committee 
slates Women’s History 
Month celebrations

As USS Ronald Reagan 
(CVN 76) continues its maiden 
deployment in the Arabian Gulf, 
supporting Operations Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring Freedom, 
and supporting Maritime Security 
Operations (MSO) in the region 
continue to be it’s primary missions.  
But every once in awhile a call for 
help comes in, and Reagan Sailors 
get the opportunity to go above 
and beyond their normal duties.  
Such was the case recently when 
Reagan learned about a problem 
aboard USS Gonzalez (DDG 66), 
an Arleigh Burke class destroyer 
serving alongside Reagan and 
Commander, Carrier Strike Group 
Seven (CCGS-7).

The Sailors aboard Gonzalez 
had a major problem.  One of their 
reverse-osmosis water distilling 
units and one of their refrigerator 
(reefer) units were down.  The strain 
this put on the crew of Gonzalez 
was enormous.  With only one 
distilling unit operational, the ship 

had resorted to “water hours” and 
potable water was only available for 
four hours a day, two hours in the 
morning, and two in the evening.  
The water usage was cut from 
around 16,000 gallons per day to 
8,000 gallons per day, but the strain 
on the crew was severe.  To make 
matters worse, with the reefer unit 
down, the ship was in danger of 

losing precious stores, from breads 
and fruit, to beef and chicken.  
Gonzalez’s supply department was 
forced to pre-cook all of the food 
that wasn’t spoiled, freeze it, and 
re-heat it before serving it to the 
crew.  Gonzalez needed help and, as 
always, Reagan Sailors were ready 
and willing to provide it.

Reagan dispatched four of 
its most knowledgeable Sailors 

immediately.  Helicopter Anti-
Submarine Squadron Four (HS-4) 
flew Senior Chief Hull Technician 
DJ Brandt, Chief Machinist’s Mate 
Robert Jencks, Hull Technician 1st 
Class Chip Land, and Machinist’s 
Mate 1st Class Joserupee Bigalbal 
to Gonzalez to see the problem first 
hand.  

What they found was trouble.  The 

saltwater inlet pipe for the distilling 
unit was cracked.  Ordinarily, a 
cracked pipe could be repaired by 
a simple welding job, but the inlet 
pipe was no ordinary pipe.  In order 
to stand up to the enormous flow 
of water into the distilling units, 
the pipes are made from titanium, 
and welding titanium is no easy 
task.  In fact, it is such a difficult 
task, the Navy does not teach it, 

and neither ship had the supplies 
to re-weld the crack.  Titanium 
welding is something contracted 
out to specially trained master 
welders, and is more common in the 
aerospace engineering field than out 
to sea on a guided missile destroyer.  
But there were no titanium welders 
on board Gonzalez, and something 
had to be done.  According to 
Land, he was up to the task.  Land 
performed a “re-flow” weld on the 
pipe, re-heating the original weld in 
an attempt to seal it.   

“It was a once in a lifetime 
shot,” said Land.  “One piece of 
pipe held, but six hours after the job 
was completed, one of the cracks 
reopened because of corrosion.”

  He was unable to re-weld it, 
and the pipe had to be removed and 
send back to Reagan to be used as a 
model to manufacture a temporary 
replacement.  Reagan’s machine 
shop was able to manufacture the 
replacement pipe and couplings and 
have it back to Gonzalez in less than 
24 hours.  

A month to remember the struggle, a month 
to remember the injustice, a month to remember 
the fight, a month to remember how women got 
where they are today -- that month is March. 
That month is Women History Month. Out in 
the Arabian Gulf, USS Ronald Reagan’s (CVN 
76) diversity committee is making plans.

“I believe that it’s important for us to 
remember what women had to go through to get 
where they are today,” said Chief Information 
Systems Technician (SW/AW) Christopher 
Culp.  “You don’t have to look very far to see 
what effect equal rights have had.  Just take 
a look at our ship. This was once an all-male 
Navy, and now it’s diversified.”

Both the men and women on the diversity 
committee feel strongly about Women’s History 
Month and are looking forward to finding a 
unique way of celebrating the month.
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1902 Edison loses movie camera suit
In the case of Edison v. American 

Mutoscope Company, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals rules that despite his claims, Thomas 
Edison did not invent the movie camera. 
The court did, however, admit that Edison 
invented the sprocket system that moved 
perforated film through the movie camera.

1918 First Warner Bros. picture
Warner Bros. releases its first film, Four 

Years in Germany. The company failed to 
become a major player in the cinema world 
until 1927, when it released The Jazz Singer, 
the first feature with sound.

Continued from page 3
Women

“I’m glad that the Reagan Diversity 
Committee is bringing Women’s 
History Month to the attention of the 
crew. It’s important to remember all of 
the sacrifices and contributions made 
for women’s rights.” 
-- Photographer’s Mate 3rd Class (AW)

Aaron Burden

“To honor women’s fight for equality, the diversity 
committee is planning a celebration,” said Information 
Systems Technician 2nd Class (SW) Chanel Sherman, 
diversity committee president.  “It’s the least we can do 
to honor the women who came before and stood up for 
their rights.”

According to Sherman, providing awareness to the rest 
of the crew is her number one goal. 

“We would like to have it on Mar. 22.  They’re looking 
for possible speakers for a ‘Who am I’ segment where 
women will read a biography of an important women in 
history,” said Culp.  “I would like to see a good turnout 
for this event, considering that the rights of women effect 
us all.”

According to Culp, the dates are not set in stone yet, 
but the Diversity Committee will let the crew know if 
event times change.

“I’m glad that the Reagan Diversity Committee is 
bringing women’s history month to the attention of the 
crew,” said Photographer’s Mate 3rd Class (AW) Aaron 
Burden.  “It’s important to remember all of the sacrifies 
and contributions made for women’s rights.”

Original science
www.redorbit.com

Redorbit.com is a virtual Utopia for 
intelligent curious minds. The site was 
launched in May 2003 with the goal of creating 
the largest, most unique internet community, 
with the strongest consumer brand, in the most 
underserved niche on the Web. RedOrbit.
com has since become the premier internet 
destination for space, science, health and 
technology enthusiasts around the globe. The 
site is committed to providing stimulating, 
original content and presentations, with over 
300,000 pages. Redorbit.com has a forum 
promoting a friendly and open environment for 
all your science and technology needs.

Technology review
www.techreview.com

Techreview.com stems from one of the 
oldest technology magazine in the world (est. 
1899). Technology Review has a mission 
to promote the understanding of emerging 
technologies and to analyze their commercial, 
economic, social and political impacts on 
society, government, businesses, academic 
institutions and individuals. Techreview.
com assists business and technology leaders 
in shaping markets and driving the global 
economy. Their editorial stance combines the 
sophisticated, in-depth analyses of emerging 
technologies and connects them to the business 
impact of these innovations. 
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Juneau Welcomes 
Army Aboard
From USS Juneau 

Public Affairs
USS JUNEAU, At Sea 

(NNS) -- A special group of 
Army doctors, dentists and 
veterinarians boarded USS 
Juneau (LPD 10) and met 
a new type of operational 
environment Feb. 17-
March 3, to accomplish 
a string of civil military 
operations (CMO) in Jolo, 
Republic of Philippines, as 
a part of Exercise Balikatan 
2006.

The Army, teamed 
with Navy personnel, 
formed a medical team that 
brought medical services to 
11,373 Filipinos and 504 
animals over the course of 
seven medical civil action 
projects (MEDCAP).

Navy Reserve 
Celebrates 91st 

B-Day
By JO1 (SW/AW) Rob 

Kerns, Commander, Naval 
Reserve Force 
Public Affairs

W A S H I N G T O N 
(NNS) -- The Navy Reserve 
celebrated 91 years of 
service with a wreath-
laying and award ceremony 
March 4 at the U.S. Navy 
Memorial in Washington.

The ceremony 
commemorated those Navy 
Reservists who made the 
supreme sacrifice while 

serving in the reserves and 
honored those Reservists 
who continue to serve in 
support of their country.

New Command 
Master Chief 

Spouse Leadership 
Course Established
By JOC Michael Foutch, 

Master Chief Petty Officer 
of the Navy Public Affairs

W A S H I N G T O N 
(NNS) -- A cooperative 
effort between the Naval 
Education and Training 
Center and Naval Services 
FamilyLine has created 
a new leadership course 
designed to offer the 
spouses of command 
senior enlisted leaders 
the tools to navigate the 
opportunities and meet the 
special challenges of their 
position.

New Workout 
Opportunities for 

Stennis Sailors
By JO2 Ryan Hill, USS 

John C. Stennis 
Public Affairs

ABOARD USS JOHN 
C. STENNIS (NNS) -
- With weigh-ins for the 
Physical Readiness Test 
(PRT) beginning at the end 
of March, Sailors aboard 
USS John C. Stennis (CVN 
74) have begun preparing 
for the biannual event.

The Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation (MWR) 
department purchased more 
than 45 pieces of new gym 
equipment in early January 
that has helped these Sailors 
prepare during Stennis’ 
underway periods.

Officer Promotion 
Boards 

Rescheduled
By Sharon Anderson, Chief 

of Naval Personnel 
Public Affairs

W A S H I N G T O N 
(NNS) -- The fiscal year 
2007 active duty commander 
line promotion selection 
board has been rescheduled 
for April 7 and the active duty 
lieutenant commander line 
promotion selection board is 
now scheduled for April 20.

The original 
commanders’ board in 
February was disbanded after 
it was discovered that written 
material not specifically 
approved by the Secretary 
of the Navy for distribution 
to board members was made 
available to selection board 
members, both prior to and 
during the selection board.

“Saberhawks” Out 
to Sea

By JOSN Jennifer S. 
Kimball, Fleet Public 
Affairs Center, Pacific
CORONADO, Calif. 

(NNS) -- Helicopter Anti-

submarine Squadron 
Light (HSL) 47, the 
“Saberhawks,” departed 
Naval Air Station North 
Island March 3 on a 
Western Pacific deployment 
in support of Carrier Strike 
Group (CSG) 9.

The squadron’s 
missions are anti-submarine 
warfare (ASW), surface 
surveillance and control, 
vertical replenishment, 
and search and rescue 
operations.

USS Cape St. 
George Boarding 

Team Assists 
Mariners, Helps 

Maintain Security 
in Persian Gulf
From USS Cape St. 

George Public Affairs
ABOARD USS CAPE 

ST. GEORGE (NNS) -
- USS Cape. St. George’s 
(CG 71) boarding team 
responded to a distress 
call by a Panamanian-
flagged motor vessel 
while conducting maritime 
security operations in the 
North Persian Gulf Feb. 
27.

The master of Motor 
Vessel Hader, a diesel 
tanker, contacted Cape St. 
George via bridge-to-bridge 
reporting it had been fired 
upon and illegally boarded. 
One of Cape’s two Visit, 
Board, Search and Seizure 

(VBSS) teams boarded 
the vessel and conducted 
a security sweep of the 
ship to verify that it was 
safe for the master and his 
11 crew members to stay 
aboard. The VBSS team 
also verified no weapons 
or any other contraband 
was stowed in any of the 
motor vessel’s cargo holds 
or compartments.

USS Honolulu 
Prepares For Last 

Aloha
From Commander, 

Submarine Force, U.S. 
Pacific Fleet Public Affairs

PEARL HARBOR, 
Hawaii (NNS) -- 
Honolulu’s namesake ship 
is preparing to say farewell 
to its island home after two 
decades of service.

USS Honolulu (SSN 
718), which is scheduled 
to inactivate next year, 
will hold a farewell 
ceremony April 15 prior 
to departing Hawaii on 
her final deployment to the 
Western Pacific.

The submarine is 
currently in the third 
week of a pre-deployment 
maintenance upkeep 
period in Pearl Harbor. 
When she leaves Hawaii 
for her deployment some 
time after April 15, it will 
likely be the last time the 
submarine ever sees Pearl 
Harbor. 



Today’s Movies
0830-1900
Ch. 2 - Enough

Ch. 3 - Beyond Borders
Ch. 4 - My Baby’s 

Daddy
Ch. 5 - Secondhand 

Lions

Letters to the Editor

Tomorrow’s Movies

Dear Editor.
Whatever happened to military courtesy?  When I 

reported aboard this ship, I was told that juniors should 
step aside in the passageways and ladder wells so that 
higher ranking personnel could pass through.  While I 
still continue to do this, obviously some of my misguided 
shipmates have not.  Get with the program shipmate!  
More than likely those wearing khaki uniforms are 
heading to a meeting, a drill, or an actual event that 
requires their immediate presence.  Move over, your 
time will come!  When you advance up the rank structure 
you’ll expect juniors to give you the same type of courtesy.  
You have to give respect to earn respect.

Respectfully,
A junior Sailor who knows the rules!

Dear Sailor,
You’re absolutely right. Rank hath it’s privileges, and 

an easy commute is one of them. So listen up everyone. 
If you see someone senior to you coming through the 
passageway, get out of the way. 

The Editor

Private Murphy by Mark Baker Ricky’s Tour by Mike Jones
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Broadside by Jeff Bacon

1900-0730
Ch. 2 - Under 

Siege
Ch. 3 - Cabin Fever

Ch. 4 - Scary 
Movie

Ch. 5 - Vanilla Sky

0830-1900
Ch. 2 - Cold Creek 

Manor
Ch. 3 - The Skeleton Key

Ch. 4 - The Weather 
Man

Ch. 5 - Deuces Wild

1900-0730
Ch. 2 - Adaptation
Ch. 3 - For a Few 

Dollars More
Ch. 4 - Witches of 

Eastwick
Ch. 5 - Days of Thunder

CS3 Erica Greene
There Is - Boxcar Pacer

Amazing - Aerosmith
Scarlet Begonia - Sublime
Redemption Song - Bob 

Marley
Cali Man - Slightly Stupid

Five 
Disk 
Changer

Lt. j.g. Joy Liu
One Trick Pony - Nelly 

Furtado
Walking After You - Foo 

Fighters
Turn Around - Old School 

Sound
God Only Knows - Joss 

Stone
First Cut - Sheryl Crow

DC3 K.C. Bottorff
Where Eagles Die - 

“Misfits”
Wrong Way - Sublime

Punk Rawk Girl - Dead 
Milkmen

Ghost of Tom Jones - Rage 
Against the Machine
The Workers Song - 
Dropkick Murphy

HM3 (SW/AW) Kenneth Bell
Dear Mama - TuPac
Luxurious - LAMB

Grills - Nelly
Draped Up - Bundy
Gangsta - Santana



Gonzales
Continued from  page 3
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“It just goes as futher proof that 
Reagan Sailors are some of the most 
experienced, skilled and finest Sailors 
in the fleet.”
  -- Senior Chief Hull Technician

DJ Brandt

Machinery Repairman 2nd Class Daniel Goda finishes a precision arbor for a universal 
milling machine on board USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76).

AN (AW) Daisy Abonza

At the reefer, a similar 
problem was found.  A section 
of steel hose had ruptured, and 
toxic Freon gas was escaping 
from the system.   Jencks 
and Bigalbal evacuated the 
Freon from the system and 
performed troubleshooting 

inspections on Gonzalez’s 
other reefer unit and air 
conditioning units.  Once the 
Freon gas was cleared from 
the system, a new section of 
pipe was cut and custom bent 
to fit by Reagan’s Aviation 
Intermediate Maintenance 

Department (AIMD) and sent 
back to Gonzalez.  Once the 
new pipe was installed, the 
Machinist’s Mates were able 
to refill the cooling system, 
and the reefer system was 
operational once again.

“We worked almost three 

days around the clock,” said 
Brandt. “Everyone came 
together to get the job done. 
It just goes as further proof 
that Reagan Sailors are some 
of the most experienced, 
skilled, and finest Sailors in 
the Fleet.”




